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The rational-narrative dichotomy is frequently employed in
theological-exegetical studies, yet its validity remains largely
unexamined, leading to misunderstandings. This study critiques this
duality through the lens of the syntagmatic principle, arguing that
religious epistemology resists such rigid distinctions. The article
examines two key instances of this divide: the rational-narrative split
in theology and the contrast between narrative-based and rational-
based exegesis. It highlights how the interconnected nature of
religious knowledge complicates these classifications, demanding
critical reassessment. A major concern is the uncritical adoption of
these binaries, which often leads to abstract interpretations rather
than faithful textual engagement. The study urges scholars to first
identify and then rigorously evaluate the presupposed classifications
in Islamic studies, avoiding the imposition of artificial frameworks
on texts. By emphasizing the syntagmatic structure of religious
epistemology, the research demonstrates that knowledge acquisition
does not conform to a strict rational-narrative divide. Instead, these
elements interact dynamically within a cohesive epistemic system.
The conclusion calls for a more nuanced approach: scholars must
scrutinize underlying assumptions, assess their validity, and resist
forcing texts into predefined categories. This method prevents
misrepresentation and promotes a more authentic engagement with
theological and exegetical sources. Ultimately, the study advocates
moving beyond the rational-narrative dichotomy, proposing an
integrative framework that better aligns with the interconnected logic
of Islamic thought.
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